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St. Gregory’s Episcopal Church 

The Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 

August 16, 2026 

 

THE ANGELUS 

The Angelus is a traditional Christian devotion offered before Holy Eucharist and Morning and 

Evening Prayer in honor of the Incarnation.  It is usually accompanied by the ringing of the 

church bell (in three sets of three for each versicle, response, and Hail Mary, followed by one set 

of nine for the concluding prayer).  You may pray it as the bell rings, or use the silence to 

prepare for worship in your own way. 

 

The first three bells V. The angel of the Lord announced unto Mary, 

R. And she conceived by the Holy Spirit. 

  Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with you. 

       Blessed are you among women, 

       and blessed is the fruit of your womb, Jesus. 

  Holy Mary, Mother of God 

       pray for us sinners, 

       now and at the hour of our death.  Amen. 

The second three bells V. Behold the handmaid of the Lord. 

R. Be it unto me according to your word. 

  Hail Mary, full of grace... 

The third three bells V. And the Word was made flesh. 

R. And dwelled among us. 

  Hail Mary, full of grace... 

The nine bells V. Pray for us, O holy Mother of God, 

R. That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ. 

Pour your grace into our hearts, O Lord, that we who have known 

the incarnation of your Son Jesus Christ, announced by an angel to 

the Virgin Mary, may by his cross and passion be brought to the 

glory of his resurrection; who lives and reigns with you, in the 

unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen.  
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PROCESSIONAL HYMN………………………………………...The Hymnal 1982, #470 
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OPENING ACCLAMATION 

Celebrant Blessed be God: most holy, glorious, and undivided Trinity. 

People  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Celebrant Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 

  secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy  

  Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;  

  through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

SONG OF PRAISE 
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant  Let us pray. 
 

Almighty God, you have given your only Son to be for us a sacrifice for sin, and also an example 

of godly life: Give us grace to receive thankfully the fruits of his redeeming work, and to follow 

daily in the blessed steps of his most holy life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

THE FIRST READING                                                     Genesis 45:1-15 
 

Joseph could no longer control himself before all those who stood by him, and he cried out, 

“Send everyone away from me.” So no one stayed with him when Joseph made himself known 

to his brothers. And he wept so loudly that the Egyptians heard it, and the household of Pharaoh 

heard it. Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But his brothers 

could not answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence. 
 

Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came closer. He said, “I am 

your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. And now do not be distressed, or angry with 

yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve life. For the 

famine has been in the land these two years; and there are five more years in which there will be 

neither plowing nor harvest. God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and 

to keep alive for you many survivors. So it was not you who sent me here, but God; he has made 

me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt. Hurry and 

go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all 

Egypt; come down to me, do not delay. You shall settle in the land of Goshen, and you shall be 

near me, you and your children and your children’s children, as well as your flocks, your herds, 

and all that you have. I will provide for you there—since there are five more years of famine to 

come—so that you and your household, and all that you have, will not come to poverty.’ And 

now your eyes and the eyes of my brother Benjamin see that it is my own mouth that speaks to 

you. You must tell my father how greatly I am honored in Egypt, and all that you have seen. 

Hurry and bring my father down here.” Then he fell upon his brother Benjamin’s neck and wept, 

while Benjamin wept upon his neck. And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and 

after that his brothers talked with him. 
 

Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

 

THE RESPONSE (chanted in unison)                                                   Psalm 133 
 

1   Oh, how good and | pleasant it is, * 

  when God’s people live together in | unity! 
 

2   It is like fine oil upon the | head * 

  that runs down upon the | beard, 
 

3   Upon the beard of | Aaron, * 

  and runs down upon the collar of his | robe. 
 



5 

 

4 It is like the dew of | Hermon * 

  that falls upon the hills of | Zion. 
 

5   For there the Lord has ordained the | blessing: * 

            life for ever|more. 

 

THE EPISTLE                                              Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 
 

I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an Israelite, a descendant of 

Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. God has not rejected his people whom he 

foreknew.  For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. Just as you were once disobedient 

to God but have now received mercy because of their disobedience, so they have now been 

disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you, they too may now receive mercy. For God 

has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be merciful to all. 
 

Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People  Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ALLELUIA 

 

THE GOSPEL                                                              Matthew 15:21-28 

Celebrant   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

People        Glory to you Lord Christ. 
 

Jesus went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. Just then a Canaanite woman from that region 

came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is 

tormented by a demon.” But he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, 

saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.” He answered, “I was sent only to the 

lost sheep of the house of Israel.” But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 

He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” She said, “Yes, 

Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” Then Jesus answered 

her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was 

healed instantly. 
 

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

THE SERMON……………………………………………….……...The Rev. Susan Auchincloss        
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THE NICENE CREED 
 

We believe in one God, 

    the Father, the Almighty, 

    maker of heaven and earth, 

    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

    the only Son of God, 

    eternally begotten of the Father, 

    God from God, Light from Light, 

    true God from true God, 

    begotten, not made, 

    of one Being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation 

        he came down from heaven: 

    by the power of the Holy Spirit 

        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

        and was made man. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

        he suffered death and was buried. 

        On the third day he rose again 

            in accordance with the Scriptures; 

        he ascended into heaven 

            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

    He has spoken through the Prophets. 

    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
 

Following each petition, the people sing in response 
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The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 
 

CONFESSION OF SIN 

The Celebrant says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence 

Minister and People 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Priest says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 

Amen. 
 

THE PEACE 
 

Celebrant The peace of Christ be always with you. 

People  And also with you. 
 

The people greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. Parish announcements may be made. 

 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM (sung by choir)……………………………………..For Everyone Born 

Text: Shirley Erena Murray, 1998; Music: Brian Mann, 2006 

DOXOLOGY (sung in unison) 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING (Enriching Our Worship, Prayer 2) 
 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant.  From before 

time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all things into 

being: sun, moon, and stars; earth, winds, and waters; and every living thing. You made us in 

your image, and taught us to walk in your ways. 
 

But we rebelled against you, and wandered far away; and yet, as a mother cares for her children, 

you would not forget us. Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love. And so 

this day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity, lifting 

our voices to magnify you as we sing: 
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The Celebrant continues the Eucharistic Prayer. 
 

In the fullness of time bring us, with Blessed Mary the God-bearer, Blessed Gregory our patron, 

and all your saints, from every tribe and language and people and nation, to feast at the banquet 

prepared from the foundation of the world.  Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the 

unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever.  AMEN. 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be thy name, 

     thy kingdom come, 

     thy will be done, 

          on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

     as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A brief silence follows. All then joining in singing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you are unable to physically participate in Communion, you may offer a Prayer of Spiritual 

Communion during this time. 
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A Prayer of Spiritual Communion 

In union, O Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your Church where the Holy Eucharist is now 

being celebrated, I desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving.  I present to you my soul and 

body with the earnest wish that I may always be united to you, and, since I cannot now receive 

you sacramentally, I beseech you to come spiritually into my heart.  I unite myself with you and 

embrace you with all the love of my soul.  Let nothing ever separate you from me. May I live in 

you, and may you live in me, both in this life and in the life to come. Amen. 

COMMUNION CHANT (Taizé) 

 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 

you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

and you have fed us with spiritual food  

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 

and grant us strength and courage 

to love and serve you 

with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

  

THE BLESSING 

 

RECESSIONAL HYMN (see following page)…………………………………Words: Ruth Duck 

Tune: Leoni 



11 

 

 
 

Celebrant Alleluia, alleluia!  Let us go forth in the Name of Christ.  

People  Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, alleluia! 


