St. Gregory’s Episcopal Church
The First Sunday of Advent
November 30", 2024

PRELUDE...................ooi Gregg Lapp, Substitute Music Director

THE ANGELUS

The Angelus is a traditional Christian devotion offered before Holy Eucharist and Morning and
Evening Prayer in honor of the Incarnation. It is usually accompanied by the ringing of the
church bell (in three sets of three for each versicle, response, and Hail Mary, followed by one set
of nine for the concluding prayer). You may pray it as the bell rings, or use the silence to
prepare for worship in your own way.

The first three bells V. The angel of the Lord announced unto Mary,
R. And she conceived by the Holy Spirit.

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with you.
Blessed are you among women,
and blessed is the fruit of your womb, Jesus.
Holy Mary, Mother of God
pray for us sinners,
now and at the hour of our death. Amen.

The second three bells V. Behold the handmaid of the Lord.
R. Be it unto me according to your word.

Hail Mary, full of grace...

The third three bells V. And the Word was made flesh.
R. And dwelled among us.

Hail Mary, full of grace...

The nine bells V. Pray for us, O holy Mother of God,
R. That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ.

Pour your grace into our hearts, O Lord, that we who have known
the incarnation of your Son Jesus Christ, announced by an angel to
the Virgin Mary, may by his cross and passion be brought to the
glory of his resurrection; who lives and reigns with you, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.




PROCESSIONAL HYMN
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1 Come, thou long - ex - pect-ed Je-sus, born to set thy peo - ple free;
2 Is - rael's strength and con-so -la-tion, hope of all the earth thou art:
3 Born thy peo - ple to de-liv-er, born a child, and yet a Kking,
4 By thine own e - ter-nal Spi-rit rule in all our hearts a - lone;
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from our fears and sins re - lease us, let us find our rest in  thee.
dear de - sire of ev-ery mna-tion, joy of ev- ery long - ing  heart.
born to reign in us for ev - er now thy gra-cious king-dom bring.
thine all - suf - fi-cient mer - it raise us to thy glo - rious throne.
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Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788). Music: Stuftgart, melody from Psaimodia Sacra, oder Andiichtige und Schine Gesange,
1715; adapt. and harm. William Henry Havergal (1793-1870), alt.

OPENING ACCLAMATION
Celebrant Blessed are you, holy and living One.
People You come to your people and set them free.
Celebrant Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Ho - Iy Im - mor - tal One, Have mer - ¢y up -on us.

Music: Ver. Hymnal 1982, after Alexander Archangelsky (1846-1924). Setting: Copyright © Church Publishing Inc.



THE COLLECT OF THE DAY

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light,
now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great
humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the
living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

THE FIRST READING Isaiah 2:1-5
The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.

In days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the highest of the
mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. Many peoples
shall come and say, ‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of
Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.’

For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. He shall
judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into
ploughshares, and their spears into pruning-hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war any more.

O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord!

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People Thanks be to God.

Psalm 122 (chanted in unison)

1 Iwas glad when they | said to me, *
“Let us go to the house of the | Lord.”

2 Now our feet are | standing *
within your gates, O Je|rusalem.

3 Jerusalem is built as a | city *
that is at unity with it|self;

4 To which the tribes go up,
the tribes of the | Lord, *
the assembly of Israel,
to praise the Name of the | Lord.

5 For there are the thrones of | judgment, *
the thrones of the house of | David.

6 Pray for the peace of Je|rusalem: *
“May they prosper who | love you.



7 Peace be within your | walls *
and quietness within your | towers.

8 For my brethren and com|panions’ sake, *
I pray for your pros|perity.

9 Because of the house of the Lord our | God, *
I will seek to do you | good.”

THE EPISTLE Romans 13:11-14

You know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is
nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us
then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; let us live honorably as in the
day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and
jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its
desires.

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ALLELUIA
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Al-le-lu-ia, al-le-lu - ia. Al-le-lu-ia, al-le-lu - ia.
Music: Based on VENI EMMANUEL, Stephen Pishner, © 2000, GIA Publications, Inc

THE GOSPEL Matthew 23:36-44

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said to the disciples, “But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of
the Son of Man. For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying
and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, and they knew nothing until the flood
came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. Then two will be in
the field; one will be taken and one will be left. Two women will be grinding meal together; one
will be taken and one will be left. Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your
Lord is coming. But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the
night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be
broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected
hour.”

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON . ...t The Rev. Matthew Wright
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THE NICENE CREED

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Following each petition, the People sing in response
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Life - giv-ing Lord, hear our prayer. prayer.

© 1996 Ross Langmead
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.

CONFESSION OF SIN

The Celebrant says
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence

Minister and People

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you

in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Priest says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
Amen.

THE PEACE

Celebrant The peace of Christ be always with you.
People And also with you.

The people greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. Parish announcements may be made.



OFFERTORY ANTHEM (sung by choir)

DOXOLOGY (sung in unison)
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God will once a - gain be-come a child on earth. If__ earth.___
Words: Angelus Silesius (17th century); Music: Ana Hernandez
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Almighty
God, Creator of heaven and earth, because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and
death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power
and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his
appearing. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and all
company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
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Bless-ed is he who comesin the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.

The Celebrant continues the Eucharistic Prayer.

...therefore, according to his command, O Holy One,



We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory.

The Celebrant continues the Eucharistic Prayer.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A brief silence follows. All then joining in singing
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Al - le - Tu - ia, al - le - In - ia, al - le - lu - ia.

A Prayer of Spiritual Communion

In union, O Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your Church where the Holy Eucharist is now
being celebrated, I desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving. I present to you my soul and
body with the earnest wish that I may always be united to you, and, since I cannot now receive



you sacramentally, I beseech you to come spiritually into my heart. I unite myself with you and
embrace you with all the love of my soul. Let nothing ever separate you from me. May I live in
you, and may you live in me, both in this life and in the life to come. Amen.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Eternal God, heavenly Father,

you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,

and you have fed us with spiritual food

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.

Send us now into the world in peace,

and grant us strength and courage

to love and serve you

with gladness and singleness of heart;

through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE BLESSING

RECESSIONAL HYMN (see following page)



Words: Greek; tr. John Brownlie (1859-1925), alt. Music: Si. Stephen, William Jones (1726-1800), alt.

Celebrant

People

Alleluia, alleluia. Let us go forth in the Name of Christ.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.
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1 The King shall come when morn - ing dawns and
2 Not, as of old, a lit - tle child
3 The King shall come when morn - ing dawns and
4 and let the end - less bliss be - gin, by
5 The King shall come when morn - ing dawns and
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1 light i - wum - phant breaks; when beau - ty gilds  the
2 Dbear, and fight, and die, but crowned with glo - ry
3 earth’s dark night is past; O haste  the ris - ing
4 wear -y saints fore - told, when right shall  tri - umph
5 light and beau - ty brings:  Hail, Christ the Lord! Thy
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1 east - ern hills and life to joy a - wakes.
2 like the sun  that lights the morn - ing sky.
3 of that morn, the day that e’er shall last;
4 o - ver wrong, and truth shall be ex tolled.
5 peo - ple pray, come quick - ly, King of kings.
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